
Burn Center Guideline:
Treatment of Gasoline Exposure

Gasoline
Flame Burns

Gasoline
Exposure with

no flame
burns

Parital thickness
burns usually
result after

several hours of
exposure

Gasoline is fat
soluble is
absorbed

SYSTEMIC TOXICITY
1. CNS depression
2. respiratory arrest

3. cardiac arrhythmias
4. liver centriolobular necrosis
5. kidney injury to kidney failure
6. Bone marrow suppression

PULMONARY EFFECTS
Gasoline is excreted

unchanged in the lungs
resulting in a severe

chemical pneumonitis and
bronchitis

Remove all
contaminated

clothing

Irrigate with
copious amounts
of water for at

least 1 hour

If the burn is
significant

consider early
SURGERY

Leaded
gasoline

TEL (tetraethyl
lead)  is taken up

by RBCs

Daily blood lead
levels

Penicillamine as a
chelating agnet
should be given
until lead levels

are normal

Yes or
Unknown

EKG monitoring

LABS daily x 3 days
LFTs
BMP
CBC
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