
EMS Notification of
White Phosphorus

Burn

EMS unit advised
not to unload

patient

MD’s: Primary
Exam in

Ambulance

RNs: Ready a cot
to transfer patient

unto once
unloaded from

ambulance

Remove all
dressings and

irrigate with water

Remove patient
from ambulance

LEAVING all
contaminated
clothing and
dressings in
ambulance

Management of White
Phosphorus Burns

Unload patient and
immediately

transfer patient to
Hospital stretcher;
Immediately reload

ambulance cot

Notify Burn Center
Notify

Environmental
Safety

CAUTION:
All Dressings
and Clothing

are
potentially
hazardous.

To prevent
re-ignition of

the WP, Keep
the patient

wet

CAUTION:
The smoke

rising off of the
patient is

phosphoric acid
fumes, AVOID

INHALING Bring patient into
hospital

Trauma / Burn
Team Evaluation in

ED

Transfer to burn
center

Admit to private
room and admit on

shower cart

CAUTION:E
ffluent
from

irrigation is
hazardous

Keep patient wet

Wood’s lamp:
Identify and

remove particles

Copper Sulfate
Irrigatation 0.5%

CAUTION:
Effluent

from
irrigation is
hazardous

Irrigate with
water(Failure will

result in renal
failure!!)

Surgical
Debridement

CAUTION:
Uncovering embedded WP

particles during debridement can
re-ignite embedded particles

CAUTION:
Effluent

from
irrigation is
hazardous


